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1. Introduction 


1. The Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) constitutes strong global norm against 
the threats to global biosecurity arising fiom the deliberate release of biological agents or 
toxins. The goal of a world free of biological weapons cannot be achieved without the active 
and transformative engagement of young women and men in multilateral processes taking 
place in the framework of the BWC 


2. The world today is home to the largest generation of youth in history. The global 
population of young people between the ages of 10 and 24 numbers 1.8 billion (a quarter of 
the world’s population), 90 percent of whom reside in developing countries. Yet, many young 
people in all regions, in particular from the Global South, face barriers and challenges 
because of their age, and thus limiting their opportunities and potential. This is particularly 
acute for those belonging to vulnerable groups who have historically suffered multiple and 
intersecting forms of discrimination. 


3. Armed conflicts disproportionately affect young people, particularly young women, 
and perpetuate existing forms of violence against them. In a scenario of biological warfare, 
besides the loss of life, physical and psychological harm, young people are likely to suffer its 
severe and long-lasting social, cultural, economic and political impacts. The COVID-19 
pandemic already provides a window into the “systematic, deep and disproportionate” effects 
of biological events on youth wellbeing and mental health, especially for young women and 
in lower-income countries." 


4. Youth perspectives in global biosecurity are needed to foster innovative solutions and 
sustain long-term engagement. Engaging and training early career professionals in global 
biosecurity now will allow BWC policymakers to access their expertise tomorrow. Graduate 
students and early career professionals also make up for a large part of biosecurity 
professionals on the ground level, including in laboratories or within frontline healthcare 
workforce. Their practical experience is needed to understand how policy can match 
challenges in the field, 


See Youth and COVID-19: Impacts on job, education, rights and mental well-being. International 
Labour Organization. 2020. https://www ilo-org/globaltopies/youth- 
employment/publicationsWCNMS_753026/lang--em/index-htm [o 
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